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10 "VILLlAM OF CoNCIIf.S. /\ND THE TEXTS Ot\" SC1Et\"CE ANI) ASTRONOMY. IN 

LATIN. MANUSCRll'T ON VE.LLUM 
[\\'fSfERN GEK..\lANY (RHlNELAND). c. 1230] 

33 leavps, 2 10111111. by 136mm., lacking some le.d tll. emi, else complele, collation: ,8+1 /Jo1. 8 all 
addet/ sheet}, i(J+ 1 /fol. /0 all added sheet], iii3, iv7 /oJ 8, lacking viii}, Jormed oJ two distincl pariS. 
quire 1 (jols. 1-9, 3942 lines, wli t/en-space 180mlll. by 108111111. ) alld quires 2-4 (lols. 10-33, 48·51 
lines, writtell-slulce 17811/111. 0' 110111111. ), bolh paris written in d{ll* browlI ink in very swill dear 

earl), golhic bookluwds, headings ill red or touched in red, large initials ill red, TI-IIR11'·TWO TABLf.S 
AND DIAGRAMS ill Ihe lext, up to ill she and olher smaller reclallffU1lIr and circulllr 
lISilvnomiclll anti circular diagmms ami '/I umbel' lables in Ihe text lIIul margins, FULl,.PAGE 
C.oLOUR£D FROl"ltn SI'IECE ill Iwo compartmenls drowlI ill i'llk and coloured mainl), in shades oJ 
omllge, green alld browl/, some earl)' 'Ilolcs and addilions, TIe,)' edge oJ the fiVlllispiece slightly 
defective ill one comel' eJJecting border 0111)', some slahliug especia/l), towards Ihe beginning, boulld 
ill old (probabl), sevenleelllh-ceIl/IH)'J li 1lI1) vellllm, lacking 2 pairs of ties, added green label Oil spille 
with litle in gilt, ill a brown fitted case, tille label gill. 

I'ROV1::NANCE 
( I ) T he ma nusc ri pt was \\'rill,en in Ge rm any, using th e Germanic 'w' fo rm for 'uv' and 
'\'U', perhaps in the rcgion o f Cologne, to judge from thc style o f drawing. The 
manusc ri pt is li kely to havc been made in a scholastic co n text. 

(2) Si r Thomas Ph ill ipps ( 1792- 1872) , his MS.3085 vis, bo ugh t in the 18205 from J acob 
He nl), Burn, bookse ller in Kin g Strec t, Covern Garden , London; part o f the residue of 
the Phi1l ipps col lection so ld in Ma rch 1975LO )-1.1'. Kraus. 

(3) Beck MS. 12. 

TEXT AND OECORATIOl' 
( I) Compotus, fols. I r-9r, compotlls, AntcCJ uam ad principale propositum 
accedem us ... " ( th e Thomd ike and Kibrc , Cala/cglle oJ IIICiPiIS, 1963, co1.l 09 , 
ano nymous, ci ting twO manuscri pLS only, Vorau cod .33, s.x ii, and Bern ms.5 19, s.xi ii), 

o pc ning here with a 3-LJ NE INtTIAL 'A' in red wi th eXle nsi\'e flo urish ing in to upper a nd 
in ner margi ns hcightened in g reen; the tex t discusses the o rig ins of the names of thc 
mon ths, tJl e seasons of the rear, the calculatio n o f the lilUrgical seasons, the golden 
n umbers, etc. , and on astronomy, solstices, the length of tJle days, the signs of the zodiac. 
ecl ipses, lu na r and sola r cycles, an d so forth ; with on fo l.2r, CIRCU0\R OIACKt\M OF 1'H.: 
PI_,\NETS. 50mm. in diameter, drawn in red and d ark brown with th e ou te r and inner I-ings 

with )'c ll ow wash; fol.3r, CIRCU0\R THE SOl$rtCES, 44mm. in di ame te r, drawn in 
red and dark b rown with zig-zag colou ring in ye ll OW and red ; Num:RI(:AL 
DIACKt\.\[ , 16mm, by 49mlll., in a grid o f red and green li nes wi th ara bic numbers in da rk 
b rown, 1-7; foI.5\', NUMERICt\L l)1,\CKt\.M , 2lmm. by 44mm., similar wi th numbers 
partl), in red , 1-9; ap parent I)' ending o n fol.7v, ..... t ibi ab incarnatione domini, f ", but 
continui ng straight on , "' Fonn an wf ra res sola rcs, sivc fe riales ... t witJ1 TI-IREE Tt\8L£S 

at the foot o f fol.7v, "Tabl/la CoIICllmmliI/IIC , "Tabl//(I e/JaciclI"Iwt and c!l/vium"; 
fol. 8 r (inse rted leaf, sec collatio n above), "Si vis scire uti litalem Ind us cic\i ... .. , with 

NEt\RLY FULL-I'ACE TABLE for the findi ng o f Golden Numbers, headed a t LOp, "Ciclus lIIillOr' 
and with the names of the liturgical seasons, wi th lllnnbe rs and lette rs in brown and red; 
fol.Sv (ve rso o f the inse rted leaf, see collatio n above) , "Si VIS scire COnClllTelllcm in 
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quo libe t allllO sitis ... H, with NEARl.Y FUU-rPAGE TMLE for the findi ng of Sunday Lette rs. with 

columns for 19 different years between 1140 and 1644, with headi ng and "Hie est cic1 l1s 
magnus pasche per annos CCCC xxxi ios", citing a abbas"; foI.91-, an 
astro nomical Calendar for the whole yea r, with the hours of light and darkness, the 

Golden Numbe rs, the Sunday Leuers, elC. 

(2) Sho n q uotations and jottings. fo I.9\'. Mgg. in J ob. libel' xii, Nulla que in hoc mundo .. . 
" (eregor),. Moralia h! Job, XII, i i; Mignc, Pal.Lat. LXXV:986); "Prcfixi d ies singulis " 

(Moralia. XII , Hi ; Mignc, /oc.cit.l013 ); and , in a d ilTercm hand, "PClrllS in scolastica .. 
(Peter ComestOr, Historia Schofaslica) , and o ther short quotations. 

(3) William o f Conches, Dmr;maticoll, fo ls. 1 01'-33\', o pening o n fo I.l J r, "Incipit Philosophia 
Magislri Wilhelmi maior, Queris vencrandc dux nonnan norum & comcs Andagave nsium 
... (Dragmoticon, Book I, as edited by Cuilielmus Gramrolus, Strassburg, 1567) ; preccded 
here on fol. IOr by FULlrPAGE TAlILE, wi th heading MHec est gaza poli, celi thcsaurus ..... , with 
Pltilosophia. at the lOp, supporting Etltica, /"'QgiCtL and Phisica below, and these in turn 
supporti ng luslicia, Fortiludo, Prudentia, Modestia, OrOlllllliw, Dillieclica. Relltorica._Arismelica. 
Musica, Geometricfl, ASI'fOllomia. and so forth , all the liberal ar lS and sciences under the rule 
of Philosophy, and o n fol. l Ov, by A FUu..PAGE COWURED DRAWING, 200mlll. by 120mm., in 
two compal-lmen rs separated by a band of wavy o rnament, (a) the upper compartlllelll 
showing Philosophy as a woma n enth ro ned looki ng towards Plato, who stands o n the 
right, and hold ing scrolls o n which Philosophy says "Si q uis d iligit sapielll.iam ad me 
decl inc] & cam inveniel" and also "Ars aliq uid sine me nequit aut vale t uJla doccrc", to 
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whic h Plato replies, "Phi losophia est mediwcio mortis assidua", and (b) the lower 
companmelll showing GeolTrcy o f Anjou ( 111 3- 11 5 1) e nthroned on the left with his title 
above, "Oux NO l1llannie", spe<l king to William of Conches ("Magister Wilhelmus") 

seated on the right and asking him "In primis a te quid sit substancia quero" to which 
William replies on anothel' scroll , "' Res eXlans per se subs tancia di citur the tex t in 

six books, Book I beginning on f.l l f, as above, with CIRCUL.AR OIAGR:\.\1 o n fol.12r on the 
fOfms of consciousness, "An imal I-d tionalc mortale visibi le patibi le"; Book 11 beginning 
o n fo l. 1 3\', with CIRCUu\R I)IAGRAM on fo1.15\' o n the four elements and their atllibulCS; 
Book I1 1 beginning on fol. 1 6\', wi th CIRCUlJ\K J)lACRA.\1 on fo1.1 8\1 showing the concentri c 
sphe res of the air, water, moon, sun , plan ets and Slars around the earth, a CIRCUlJ\R 
DIAGRAM on fo1.19\' showing the mO\'ements of the planets and zod iac <l round the ca rtll , 

and SIMI'LlFI £I> o n fo l. 19v showi ng the five zones of climate across the ea rth from the 
cold north lO the equator and down 10 the cold anta rctic zo ne again; Book rv beginning 
o n fo l. 20r, wi th Tf .. SCHEMATIC Ao\lD CIRCUu\R DlAGRAMS on fo ls.2 1 r, 21 v, 22 1', th ree on fol.24", 
fo l.25r, two o n foI.25\', and fol.26r, all showing the movements ofvari olls planets and the 
sun ,lIld moon and thc stars of the zod iac, together with a lJ\RGE J)lACRAM on fo1.23" 

showing the four elements and their correspondence with the seasons and the ages or 
man; Book V beginning o n foI.26.-, with a 1'WO DIAGKA.\ISOFTHE WJNDS on fols.27r and 31r, 

and a /'.lA P OF TilE WORLD ON fo 1.30" in ve ry simplil1ed ro rm showing the Meditcrrnnean 
and Indian Oceans and the Atlas Mo untains; and Book VI beginning on fol.31 \', with TWO 
DIAGRAMS on fols.32r and 32\, o f thc course of the sun frolll eas t lO west and at different 
times o r day, and TWO DIAGRAMS on fo ls.32v and 33" showing the five climatic zo nes, all 
breaking off on fo l. 33\', ... ilia c nim qucm quidem reddit. .. No n tamen negamus". 



This is an ea rly and iII l1stmtcd manuscri pl of one of the m<tior twelflh-centUl) ' secular 
texIS. in a copy made well wiLhin a cClllury of the a utho r's life t.ime . William of Conches 
(c. I 080-<:. I 160) was probably a student of Bemard of Chartres. He was a no table Ileo-
PlalOllist philosophcr and SciClllisl, was widc ly read in lhe classics (he wrote glosscs o n 
Juvenal, Macrobius, Manianus C.:'"lpella, Priscian, Boelhius and Plato) , and was interested 
to a degrce rare at his timc in the astronolllY and astrology of the Am bs. A no table 
featu re o f the presen t manuscript is the lIse o f arabic numemls o n fo ls.5 r and 5\', almost 
as early as they are fou nd in Europe. WilIiam 's ea rly work De Philosophia Mfl ndi, wJilten 

c. 11 25-35, was expanded into the Dmgmaticon, composed arou nd 1145, adding Illuch no t 
in the ea rlier vc rsion (" lIlull<! as he says in the presclllmanuscript. foI.l I .. , 
line 42) and omitting po in tS found 10 be inaccura te. The tex t is wriuen in the fo rm ofa 
dialogue with his patron GeofTrey Plalllagenet ( 111 3- 11 5 1) , Duke o f Normandy and 
Count o f Anjoll , fa ther o f Henry 11 o f England (to whom as a boy ''''illiam pJivatc 
tutOr). The title DralJl"aticoll, o r Dmllllll(lticolI, this dmmatic structure o f 
discussio n back and fo rth betwcen the phi losopher and his duca l master, rathe r as 
Aristotle is said to havc d isclIsscd the sccrels of the universe with AJexandcr tllC Great. 

App roximately SC\'Cnl)' manuscripts of the DralJllwlicon are reco rded. The p resent 
cop>, is nOt incl udcd ill thc lists of DragmflticolI manuscripts by L. Thomdike. A l-/ist00' oJ 
Magic (111(/ Ex/ml"imelltal Science, 11 , 1923, 1'.65. 0 1" in his supplcmcnt in Specldum, XX, 1945. 
pp.84-7; or thc furthe r lists by A. Vernet, 'Un Remanicmcnt de la Philoso/Jliia de 
Guillaume de Conchcs·. ScnjJlOlilll1l, I, 1946-7, pp.255-59, and by M. Desto mbcs. 

MapjJemQ/UleJ, A.D, / 2()()./JOG (Imago MII 11(Ii, A Review oJ unl), Ceograph)i Supplement IV) , 

1964. pp.96-109. The most recent list is G. Maurach and S. Onclli , De 'Dragmatici' operis 
Cuille/m; Conchis rooiciblls (A cta C/(l.ssira. XVI), 1973, pp. 11 7-28. To these can be added 
lhe fiftecnth-ccntlll), copy sold in the Honeyrn an sale in these rooms, 2 May 1979, lo t 
1097, afterwards Wincn, cal.1 8 ( 1983) , no.33, and a late twelftll-cCmul)' fmgmelll in 
Qua';{ch, cal.. l 147 ( 199 1) , no. 120. TIle tex t was edited from l\\'O manuscripts by 
Gulie1mllS Gr;:.taro lus, Str,lssburg , 1567 (reprinled 1967-68). An ed itio n prepared by C. 
Parm in the early 1940s ,'.:as apparently nevcr p l'il1lcd (Parr .. , dl! Conches et le 
'Dmgmtlficol1 philosophie: Etlllip et idilioll, Positiolls des theses de ('Ecole des Chartes, 1943, 
pp. I 75-8 1 ). Plans for a new edition by I. Ronca ;md S. QnClti-Dambe \,'e re ;mnounced in 

AklVteriOll, XXII , 1977, pp.2-3. 

The full-page dmwing on foL IO" here is bolh of historical imerest a nd artistic quality. 
It includes dctai led portmits bolh of the aUlhor and of a m;:yor histo rical ligure in 

French and English histOl)'. h is appropriate ly shown in the form used in ro mallcsquc 
illustrations ofTc rence and o ther classical dnllnatists in which the interlocutors confro nt 
each olhe r with cxaggcnu cd gestures and scro lls of speech. The style o f drawing wi th il'i 
deep-sc t eyes and lria ngular fo lds of COSllIme can be compared with manuscripl'i fro m 
the Lower and Middle Rhine1and in the sccond etuane r of the thirteenth century (cf. H. 
Swart.enski , Die l..llteilliscliell Illuminirrlel/ I-Jtmdscllliften des XlII. jahrllll llf(l'rrs ill den Villllern 
(Ill Rileill, Main '/lid DOllall, 1936, figs. 1-29, Bl"lIsscls, Bibliotheque Ro)"aJe 1115.466. writte n 
fO I' the church o f SI.Martin in Cologne, fi rst quartcr o f the thirteenth centtll)'. and 
figs.6 1-149, Berlin. Staal'ibiblio lhek MS. t.heoI.Lat. fo1.379, the I-I cis te rbach Bible, perhaps 

Cologne, c. 1240). 
£60.00Q.80.000 




